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dthdnvwal of the whole 3rd German Army on the Cham-ague Front "; while Ludendorff, in referring to the " power-il offensive near Loos and in Champagne/' says that " the i:oops whidi had been transferred from the East (i.e. the Russian Front) arrived just in time to support the defenders f the West Front, who were holding out so gallantly, and vert a serious defeat."
Our captures at Loos included over 3000 prisoners and 6 field-guns, and many thousands of the enemy's dead /ere seen lying on the ground in front of our lines. We Iso lost heavily, including three Divisional Commanders, dipper of the 71 h Division, Wing of the iztli Division, and 'hesiger of the ylh Division. No troops in the world could .ave fonght with greater gallantry than ours did, but allanfry is not of itself enough to cope with the destructive i'fect of modern armament; and the lack of adequate training iicl military experience in general from which the new Divisions suffered, and the need for increased artillery support, very quickly made themselves felt. More troops, more raining, more aeroplanes, more guns, more ammunition, wre required before decisive results could be achieved.
With the exception of France, our Allies were no better iff than ourselves, and some of them were worse. Before he war they were supposed to have, thanks to their system >f universal service, large numbers of men available for nobilisation and on paper they had them, but when put to he test it was found that insufficient provision had been nade for riih-s, clothing, heavy artillery, ammunition, .'dudes, and all the other things required. Russia had nilHons of men on her books, but could only put a com-Kirativdy small proportion of them in the field, and she vas not always sure as to what amount of equipment she lad. Sumo which she thought she had proved to be not orthcoming when wanted, while in one instance at least tores were " found " of whose existence no one seems to lave been previously aware. Italy, also, had more men of nilitary age. than she could equip, and, like Russia, lacked >oth aeroplanes and heavy artillery. Belgium had naturally ost much of what she. had at the beginning of the war, and H'rbia had lost practically all. The two countries with thethe Dardanelles on the West Front. Speaking of this period, Falkei admits that " a serious crisis arose, which almost led 1e, in addition to a good theoretical knowledge of your professional duties, the possession of a quick eye,l do well to study the methods of Wellington in the Peninsula, and the teaching furnished by the American Civil war on this important subject.
